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The Del Ray Artisans Feature a
Fun 'n Games-filled Exhibit

Plus, Two Evenings of Laughs in June!

he curators of the upcoming
l Del Ray Artisans” June exhibit
“Fun ‘n Games: From Belly
Laughs to Bocce Balls”, really meant it
when they invited artists to create art
and have fun doing it. Inspired by
humankind's eternal quest for a good
time, this show is a chance for artists
to exhibit fun and innovative art with
equal parts of invention,giggles of
pure silliness and even a touch of the
darker side of games and toys that can
thrill or frighten.

In addition to the exhibit, which
will be held at the DEA
Gallery, Nicholas Colasanto Center,
2704 Mt Avenue in
Alexandria, “Fun ‘n Games” will fea-
ture two special evenings of fun, so
don’'t miss either one! Evening #1,
“Fun 'n Games” will be part of Del

YVernon

Ray's First Thursday event (June 6th
H:00 - &:00 M), while Evening 52 will
fealure a fun-packed opening recep-
tion (Friday, june 7th , 7:00 - 10:00PM),
In the spirit of wackiness and surprise,
curators Karen Schmitz and Susan
Slattery promise two evenings you
won't forget. So bring vour sense of
humor and don’t leave home without
yvour kazoos and rubber chickens!
Both events will be held at the gallery
and are free and open to the public.
“Fun ‘n Games"” runs through
Sunday, June Z3rd . Gallery hours are
10 - 4PM Saturdays, noon - 4 PM
Sundays. The exhibit is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact  Susan  Slattery = at
devisu®erols.com, 571.213.1424 or
Karen Schmitz 703.836.0035. W

Whu Are We? Profile of a

el Ray Artisans Member

The Out-
of-Towner

en Alice Cannon moved
to Charlotteswille four years
ago it was a shock to her

system. The move meant leaving
Alexandria after 23 years as an art vol-
unteer in the schools, and leaving her
role as watercolor teacher for a tight
knit group of senior citizens, She also
walked away from a healthy network
of clients and her friends at the Del
Ray Artisans where she had learned 1o
take her artwork seriously. Fortunately
she landed on her feet and has been
flourishing in her new environment
doing what she does best: celebrate
community through teaching and cre-
aling artwork.

Alice cannot remember a time when
she was not taking art classes; learning
niew techniques and making things. As
a young person she enrolled at
Bennington College where she tried to
decide between careers in art, teaching
and social work. The art department at
her new school considered her land-
scapes and portraits to be of another
era. Abstract expressionism was in
vogue. "It was a very dogmatic time,
“Alice recalls. “ | stopped taking
myself seriously as an artist after that
experience.” She continued drawing
and taking art classes but majored in
Literature and later received a Masters
in BEducation. She became an elemen
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tary school teacher.

Alice and her new husband Jon
moved to Alexandria im 1974, Shortly
thereafter her children Ariel, Maia and
Ben were born. Being at home with
three active toddlers presented quite a
challenge. “Every time [ would try to
paint, the kids would interrupt me. It
made me angry and | didn’t like that.”
S0 Alice put away painting and began
making her pictures through crafts. She
wove pictures in wool, designed knit-
ting patterns, worked in baltik, applique
and created jewelry. Somehow it was
not as jarring to be interrupted from
these types of pursuits. In fact she
engaged her children in all manner of
art projects and instilled in them, and
later their classmates, the love of mak-
ing things.

First as a volunteer creating supple-
mental art experiences for kindergarten
children at Mt. Vernon and Maury
Elementary Schools and later as an
employee for the Alexandria
Recreation Department, Alice reached
out to hundreds of young people.

At the same time she remained a
curious art student often taking courses
at the Torpedo Factorv. An exploratory
class in millifiori polymer technique led
to her first commercial success as an

artist. Alice explains, “It was such a
new medium. | kept making discover-
ies with it and found it really fun to do.
I liked that 1 couldn’t completely con-
trol it, the way 1 could a painting.” She
used the layered canes as collage ele-
ments to create intricate, whimsical
jewelry. The word got out and she start-
ed taking commissions to create com-
memorative pieces. She was thrilled
that her work was so well received.

Member Charlotte Corcoran invited
her to sell her jewelry in DRA’s First
Annual Holiday Sale, Before long Alice
was curating shows and connecting
with other artists. “Through the
Artisans | began taking myself more
seriously as an artist. Because of the
encouragement and stimulation |
received in the group I was able to
make the transition to doing serious
artwork.” She credits the mentorship of
Artisan Helen Ottaway for helping her
grow into maturity as an artist.

When Helen moved to the Pacific
Northwest she handed over the reins of
a fledgling art class made up of senior
citizens hungry to learn watercolor to
her friend Alice Cannon. The only
problem was Alice didn't do watercol-
or. “T thought it was too wishy-washy,
too pale. | enrclled in watercolor class-
es at the Torpedo Factory to learn the

technique. | kept one class shead of the
seniors and to my surprise, loved what
happened. We were all so excited with
our progress we couldn’t stand our-
selves!”

Her success with the seniors pre-
pared her for the isolation she was
about to experience when her hushand
took a job in Charlotteswville. Suddenly
she had no community. For the first
time in her life Alice was free to paint.
She became so prolific that it was nat-
ural for her to keep her membership in
the Artisans. Her work continues to sell
at DRA shows and her creations for the
OffBeat Auctions and theme shows are
greatly anticipated. “Alexandria is still
a part of me. I appreciate the stimula-
tion the Artisans provides and the
opportunity to have fun artistically. In
fact 1 have tried to make art groups
here into the Arfisans, but so far it has-
n't worked,” she laughs.

She did not remain isolated. Today
she tutors in the local school, teaches
art in two retirement homes and i1s an
achive member of the Central Virginia
Watercolor Guild.

Alice is the consummate Del Ray
Artisan: artist, activist, teacher and
learner. W

The Power of Flowers

ith the gardens in bloom,
it's ime to take a moment
to congratulate two of our

members for receiving Alexandria
Beautification Awards in 2001. A
Residential Award went to C.P. (Peter)
and Dee Schumaier for their home at
2403 Leslie Avenue. (Former residents
of Old Town, they moved from there to
our Del Ray neighborhood!) A Service
Award went to Dale May for his work
in and surrounding the community
gardens in Chinquapin Park.

When Peter and Dee moved fo Del
Ray, their home had been vacant for 10
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to 12 years, so the complete transfor-
mation they have achieved in their
vard is even more impressive. They
have added a stone wall, enriched the
soil with topsoil, mulch and lime, and
now showcase a garden rich in peren-
nials and herbs. They keep their
award in the front yard to encourage
neighbors in their efforts!

Dale has been maintaining his own
garden plot at Chinquapin for many
years—but has not stopped at his own
borders. He has also helped the City
to maintain a composting demonsira-
tion area, and spent countless volun-

teer hours planting and upkeeping
beautiful flower displays lining the
edges of the entire garden area—creat-
ing inspiratien for hundreds of gar-
deners and park users!

Thank you Peter, Dee, and Dale for
helping to beautify our community! Il

Welcome New Members!

Patricia L. Braun
Gwen Teresa Gay
James Creen



Just For Fun! Taking the

In keeping with the Fun ‘'n Games Art Exhibit at Del Ray Artisans, try your hand at this! Iﬂitiﬂfi?)f

1. You might lose them atrons of the Old Town
7. Art supporter
9, Entertain
10. French impressionis|
11. Del Ray ——

Alexandria restaurant
Pasta Peasant are seeing a
change of venue, courtesy of

15. Barbie Del Ray Artisans member
%g Eif]lzn_::n venue Chad Brady. Chad, a frequent
19. 1t can be dry diner at the restaurant, noticed
that its walls were looking a

2, I%ﬁﬁ bowling game tad plain. This was especially

3. With 14 down, From evident after the owmner started

—Laughs to Bocce —" upgrading the countertops in

Exhibit organizers
Del Ray Artisans is this
old

13. DRA's focus stenciling. A lovely stenciled
14. With 3 down

15 Sketch and freehand-painted grape
17. Plaything arbor now adorns the carryoul
area. The dining room fea-
tures trompe 'oeil arched win-
dows looking out on the
ndnlnu?ark canals of Venice. Quife a
change! The owner is thrilled,
and he considers himself lucky
that Chad took the initative to
offer his artistic services. Il

ed that he could add some
spice with a costorn mural and

4. Nicholas ——— Center o
5. Mount Avenue the carryout section of the
6. "Fun 'n = restaurant. 50, Chad suggest-
8.

12,

Can you help clean up the grounds around the Gallery?
Contact Marlin Lord at 703.683.1112

Become a Member, Join Del Ray Artisans

(or Renew your membership)

Name:; — —

el Please submit your articles for
) = Sk the July newsletter by 5:00pm

Gty: St ZIF _ June 20th to Linda Silk.at

Telephone(s): IMSilk2aol.com

E-mail: o

[ am || an artist (medium): Answer to Pussle

Iam  asupporter of the arts

Is this a membership renewal? _ Yes | | No
I am interested in volunteering. || Yes No

Membership Categories for One (1) Year:
L Individual: $35 Household: $50 Corporate: $100
|| Student/Senior/ Disadvantaged: $10

Please make check payable to Del Ray Artisans.
Mail check and membership form to Del Ray Artisans, Attn: Membership,
2210 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia 22301
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DelRay Artisans
Mail: ,_Zjﬂ Mount Vernon -""wemw
‘Alexandria, Virginia ?231]1

MNext General Member Meeling
Tuesday, June 11, 7PM
at DRA Gallery Space
Nicholas A. Colasanto Center
2704 Mount Vernon Avenue

DRA Meetings are held on the

2nd Tuesday of every month.

Officers and Board of 1Mrectors

President
Iheresa Esterlund 703.379.2533

Vice-President

Reneé Niver 703.721.14937
Treasurer

Marlin Lord 703.683.1112

Asst, Treasurer
Kathryn Brown 703.549,5227

Secretary
L Tormya Tobin 703, 739.0424

Dhrectors

Martin Angebranndt 703.521 ._??H.’.

Bryan Leister, Minl List Coordinator,
73683154

Vivienne Lukacs 7(13.979.89%

Liz Martinez, Gallery Coordinator,
703.567.3760

Pat Parkinson 703.606.9270

Barbara Robinson 703.683.6 ':fSI

Karen Schmite, PR Co-Coordinator,
FE836.0035

Susan Downs Slattery, PR Co-Coerdinator,
TN3.922.729%)

Jen Whitman 703.765.15H)

Beth Wrightson 703.683.0222

The Well Crafted Word newsletter is pub-
lished monthly by the Del Ray Artisans,
Newsletter Staff: Mart | arson, Liz
Martinez, Linda 5ilk. Contributing writ-
ers: Susan Downs Slattery.

Arts Resource Foundation is & S01(c)(3)
public membership organization formed
to create and support community-based
arts organizations and promote the arts
as a resource for community develop-
ment. Del Ray Artisans is 8 communily
arts group featuring two- and three-
dimensional works of decorative and
functional art and fine crafts through
exhibits, lectures, and instructional dass-
es in the community. Del Ray Artisans
is funded, managed, and operated by
Arts Resource Foundation.
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