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Plannmg Meetmg Scheduled for Early 2001

Can you believe 1t? With the year 2001 here, it's time to start planning for DRA's biannual fund-raiser, the

5% OffBeat Auction and Gala. For those of you new to this Del Ray phenomenon, proceeds from the OffBeat

Auction, an event normally held the first weckend of December, ensures that we can continue to provide community

art outreach programs and a venuc tor the exposure and expression of our artisan members. To get ready for Offbeat,

we collect, rehab, and "dress up” pieces of furniture to be sold during a live auction at the gala. Member artists “adopt-
a-piece” of furniture and let their imaginations run wild. The result is an exciting and diverse collection of functional

art that makes for lively and competitive bidding. The event features fabulous food and drink along with some swingin'

live music,

OftBeat 15 always an exciting event, but like most things in life, it involves planning and hard work. The good news is that it's
a lot of fun and we have a core group of OffBeat committee chair véterans who can lend their guidance and support —perhaps
some of them may even consent to reprising their valiant roles from 1999's successful production (hint hint)!! But new blood
is needed. So it is in that vein that all members are encouraged to attend to a very crucial OffBeat planning meeting on
Sunday, January 14, 2001 at I:00ps at the Colasanto Center. Food and beverage will be provided. Only 6" of snow or a
blizzard will cancel this one!!

OffBeat 15 not just a great party where you can pick up some funky furniture and eat holiday fare, it's a chance for you to give
of your time and talent to benefit our group. Everything from chairing, co-chairing or being part of a committee, to donating
a piece of your art work, 1o preparing furniture, to bringing a fabulous appetizer or dessert specialty to the event, to giving an
hour of your time on the “night of” will be needed.

Come to this “kick-off” meeting prepared with your ideas and suggestions on the following topics:

—Finding a new venue for the event.
Current suggestions include moving it to a far more spacious location than previous times - Embassy Suites at the edge of Old
Town, the Birchmere, and the Masonic Temple.

—~Changing the event date from early December to the Spring.

—Having the event catered.

This would entail asking several area restaurants / caterers to donate their services.

—Streamlining the furniture preparation process.

This involves the repair of and distribution to artists of the live auction items. Historically, this committee needs many, many
hands. Luckily all skill levels are needed. Those who prep the furniture (wash/sand/prime) are just as essential as th
decorative artists who transform the pieces. If you're in it for the camaraderie, this committee's for you.
—Teaching or suggesting art classes that focus on some aspect of applying art to furniture.

—Recruiting a live auctioneer / MC.

This is the person who “runs” the show during the event. Local celebrities, politicians, raconteurs who can lend
spice (and PR) to the night, but still stay on-schedule and move the show along are sought for this role.
—7Your role as a DRA member dedicated to DRA's mission to bring art to the community.

Lots of other areas need your input! Hope to see you there.



Se/f-Portrat 5how

Now is a chance to show the world the real you. The Del Ray
Artisans’ Self Portrait show will feature all media, two- and
three-dimensional, expressing artists’ personal visions of
themselves. Up to three (3) entries will be accepted Saturday,
January 6, 2001 from 12800N to 47M at the DRA gallery in
the Colasanto Center. There 15 a $15 entry fee for non-members.

The show will open Friday, January 12 from 7eMm to 10ru. The
exhibit runs through January 28 and is free and open to the
public. Gallery hours are Saturdays, 10aM to 4iM and Sundays,
12M00N to 4eMm,

For more information, please contact curator Deborah Tynan
at 703.519.3682 / lafncoyote(t home. com

A Word from One of Our
Member Artists

The diversity of a community gallery is very refreshing and
refueling, and there are many levels of creativity and spirit in
the membership. With these thoughts in mind, and in keeping
with the spirit of Del Ray Artisans, as an artist and a
professional picture framer I would like to offer my assistance
to members who may need some help with the framing of
their art work and its presentation in a gallery setting. Proper
framing can make art work shine and sparkle at many levels!
It can dazzle the viewer and raise the quality of DRA shows
across the board.

Often all it takes is a simple, neutral mat, frame and glass
along with the proper screws and wite to frame your art.
Hanging the latest show in the DRA gallery made 1t very clear
that reliable hardware for hanging pieces securely 15 a must for
all arusts partcipating in DRA shows and/or sales.

Please contact Karen Schmitz with your framing questions

Become a Member, Join Del Ray Artisans

703.836.0035 or rchmetyd(ilyahog com
for renew your membership) I

Naine:
Street:
City: ___
Telephone(s):

ZIP:

State:

E-mal:

I am O an artist (medium):
1 am O a supporter of the arts

Is this a membership renewal? OYes ONo

I'am interested in volunteering. OYes ONo

I ean liaston for Del Ray Artisans at a local civie group, O¥es O No
Membership Catcguorics for One (1) Year: Individual: $35,

Huousehold: 850, Corporate: $100, Student/Senior/ Disadvantaged: 510
Plesse make check payable to Daf Ray rirzans.

Mail check and membership form to De/ Ray Artisans,
Attn: Membership, 2210 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria, VA 22301,

{list of exhibits/ competitions for artists—
brief descriptions)

r=—=t

Film Biz Monthly Networking Event

The Filim Biz 1s a monthly, charitable networking event for local
film, video, and media professionals. They mest the 2 Tuesday of
each month, 6:30rM- 99, at the Jury's Washington Hotel, 1500 New
Hampshire Ave, NW. Contact: i ar e-mail
alliron0 9N aol mar for info and local chanty of the month!

Oanline Gallery

www . findmeanartist.eom offers an online gallery without fees or
commissions. Instructions on Web site. Contac: Donna Howe
dbowel@indmeanartint.aom or 1-877-WE FIND ART.

Oppormnities on Capitel Hill for Artists and C ople
Market 5 Gallery: ( Vocated in the Eastern
Market area on Capitol Hill (along 7th 5t between Penn. and North
Carolina Ave. SE. near the Eastern Market Subway Station at 7% &
Fenn. Ave ) offers 3 broad range of program choices to provide bath
performers and audiences with a widé range of art, educational, and
cultural expenence.

Jan. 16, 2001 !

Fund for US Artists at International Festivals and Exhibitions.
Awards grants to US artists and groups invited to perform at festivals
overseas. 2001 Application deadlines are Jan. 16, May 2, Sepr. 5,
Information: Arts International, 251 Park Ave. 8., NY, NY 10010

phone 212.674.9744; or wwwartsinternational.org

Jan. 19, 2001

11* Annual New Images Exhibition. Juried Competition - A Juried
Phote Competition for artists residing in the Mid-Atlantic States of
DE, ME, NJ, NY, PA, VA, WVA, and Wash., DC. Photography must
be a primary medium—B/W photography, eolor photography,
xerography, digital tmaging, alternative processes, photo-based
pl‘inml&ng.-'ind mixed media. The work must have been completed
within the past 2 years and may not exceed 40" mn any direction.
Entry Fee: $6 fee per shide. 3 entries max. Juror; Paul Roth, Assistant
Curaror of Photography and Media Arts, Corcoran Gallery of Art,
Washington, DC. Exhibition Dates and Space: March 26 - April 27,
2001. New Image Gallery, School of Art and Art History, James
Madison University. Located in Zirkle House, 983 South, Main 5t.,
Harrisonborg, VA. For information contact: James Madison Univ,,

MSC 7101 Harrisonburg, VA 22807, 540.568.6485;
FAX: 540. 5686598
an, 19, 2001

Japonisme: Asian Inspirations.” {]u.mr: Stephen Phillips, Assaciate
Curator, Phillips Collection, Wash., DC. Open to all artists 1n all
Media. $500 Best in show Award. Exhibition Dates: March 28-May
6, 2001. Submission Fee: $25 for 3 slides. For Prospectus, send SASE
to: Target Gallery at the Torpedo Factory Art Car, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandna, YA 22314, or 703.549.6877 ext. 4.

Feb. 1, 2001 B

Bansai Pots Competition. New, high-fire bonsai pots made by Narth
Amencan artists. Up to 6 entries per artist. For a prospectus contact:
Felix Laughlin, The National Bonsai Foundation, 1775 Pennsylvania
Ave. NW, Wash., DC 20006 or email _Ilng‘fﬁﬁ{gg:_:drw;.’mfbnﬁﬁ:.m

February 7, 2001

The Fraser Gallery announces the 5* Annual Georgetown
Tnternational Fine Arts Jusied Competition. Over $1,500 in prizes
plus a one month solo show award. For information call 202.298.6450.

February 28, 2001

The Arts Club of Washington anncunces a Call for Entries for 2001-
2002 Monthly Exhibitions_ Juror: Dr. Kimberly A. Jones, Asst, Curater
of French Paintings at the National Gallery of Art. For information,
call 202.331.7282.



ARTIST TO ARTIST

Dion't let the winter doldrums stifle you creative energy. Sign-up now
tor inspinng classes offered by fellow artists.

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall

Create your own mixed media collage mirror. In this exciting class
you will take ordinary and unusual objects found 1n and arcund the
house and learn how to combine them to create a one of a kind, 8 x
10 mirror that reflects your personality. So, gather up those old
pictures, odd game pieces, buttons, beads stamps, and stuff and join
in the fun. If you come empty handed, a small baggie of goodies will
be available for $9.95. Mirror and other supplies will be provided in
class. Fee: 355, Instructor: Robin Robinson. To register send your
name, address, and phone number along with a check pavable 1o
Robin's Nest Creations at P.O. Box 2965, Arlington, VA 22202
Sunday, Feb. 18, 1pm-3:30rm, Mount Vernon Recreation Center

Creative Writing

Would you like to journal your adventures, write poetry, prepare a
memaoir, or start the great American novel? This workshop can help
you get your creative juices flowing! The class will incorporate free

writing techmgues to help vou clear your mind from the clutter of

the dayand let your inspirations pour into words on the page. Whether
you're a seasoned wriler or just starting to pick up a pen, these cxercises
will provide fodder for your writing. Bring paper or journal & a pen.
Fee: 520 for 4 sessions. Instructor; Renee Niver. [f yvou have questions
contact Renee at sy @ee(divns e . To register send your name, address,
and telephone number along with a check payable to Renee Niver at
6621 Wakefield Dr, #218, Alexandria, VA 22307

Wednesdays, Tra-8:30pm, Feb. 7, 21, 28, and March 7, Mount
¥ernon Recreation Center

The &ood Gourd

Bring excitement to the winter doldrums by participating in a Gourd
Art Workshop. Make it a fun family activity. Gourds are a universal
craft matenal, spanning oceans and continents. Class projects include:
birdhouses, clocks, hights; musical instruments, jewelry, purses, and
sculpture. Learn a variety of fimishing techmques including staining,
painting, decoupage, and wood burning. Fee: $40, mcludes cutting
and cleaning tools as well as trearment materials. Gourds range from
1 for tiny gourd to 56 for a large gourd. Other supplies may include
paintbrushes, acrylic or o1l paints. To register name, address and
telephone number along with a check payable to Bridget Belkacemi
at 1415 North Carolina Ave, NE #2 Wash.,, DC 20002,

Sundays, les-dry, Jan. 21, 28, and Feh. 4, 11

Beadweaving Technique Class: Beginning Peyote
(6ourd) stitch

Always wanted to make an amulet bag but didn't know where to
start? Learn how to work Peyote (Gourd) stitch, the most popular
beadweaving stitch used roday. This 1s a technique class for beginners,
so you will not be working on a2 project. You will learn even-count
peyote, how to start a project; how to choose the nght beads for a
pattern and how to read a pattern. Class is not suitable for children
under 16. Instructor: Quinn MeDonald. Fee: $30. Materials: List
provided at registration. Bring your own or purchase starter kit from
instructor. Instructor takes checks, cash, Visa, MC. To register: Class
limited to first 8 students. Contact Bead Seeds, 703.519.8323 or
Beadreeddsia hotmar com

Sunday, Feb. 25, 1rm-3rm, Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704
Mount Vernon Avenue

Free-Form Peyote Bracelet
If you've ever seen the fabulous free-form peyote bracelets and
necklaces, you've wanted to make one for yourself. Now you can

learn how. This 15 a project class, and knowledge of basic peyote
stitch 15 a must. You will learn how to construct the base of the
bracelet, embellish it with beads and bridges, choose and attach a
clasp. Mest students will want to continue work on their own at
home; this class allows for that. Class is not suitable for children
under 16. Instructor: Quinn McDaonald. Fee: §50. Materials: List
provided at registration. Bring your own or purchase starter kit from
imstructor. Instructor takes checks, cash, Visa, MC. To register: Class
limited to first 8 students. Contact Bead Seeds, 703.519.8323 or
Beadveecdi(tl botmarl com

Sunday, March 4, 1rm-3pMm, Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704
Mount Vernon Avenue

Beadweaving: 2 Pretty Bracelets

Bracelets are popular gifts and these two are fun to make. Make the
"Hugs and Kisses" bracelet for a Valentine gift! The "Captured Bead”
bracelet looks hard to make, but isn't. Both are made with a two-
needle beadweaving technique. No previous knowledge of
beadweaving 15 necessary, but some patience 15 requined in the
beginming. Class 15 not suitable for children under 16. Instructor:
Quinn McDaonald. Fee: 850, Materials: List provided at registration.
Bring your own or purchase starter kit from instructor, Tnstructor
takes checks, cash, Visa, MC. To register: Class imited to first 8
students. Contact Bead Needs, 703.519.8323 or Beadsend ot botrmarl com
Sunday, March 11, 1rsm-3rm, Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704
Mount Vernon Avenue

Instructor Biographies

Bridget Belkacemi is an active member of the Del Ray Artisans,
She participates in local festivals; exhibited at the Arlington Arts
Center, and can be seen from time to time at Bastern Market. Raised
on a farm in Towa, the gourd harvest was a springtime event for her
tamily. Bridget ¢njoys sharing her craft with kids at summer
arts programs.

Quinn McDanald, active DEA member and awner of Bead Seedr,
Quinn sells her hand-made jewelry at area craft shows and has been
teaching craft classes for 10 years,

Renee Niver, i5 an active member of the Del Ray Artisans and the
founder of the Women's Art Collaborative.

Rohin Robinson, owner of Robins MNest Creations, has been a local
jewelry and decorative ants designer for the past 12 years. She has
sold her unique pieces through 1 number of venues and most recently
through her studio located in Arlington, VA. Robin's love to create
was sparked by early craft projects that her grandmother designed,
An experienced teacher, she 13 always excited to have an opportunity
to share her love of creating with other people. Robin 15 a member
of Del Ray Artisans, Arlington Arts €enter, and Northern Virginia
Handerafters Guild.

Many thanks to the
Sheila Whiting and
Mount Vernon

Recreation Center for working
with DRA and providing space
for our classes.




Thanks to the Alexandria Commission for the Arts. the Vir

Del Ray Artisans

Mail: 2210 Mount Vernon Aveniue
Alexandria, Virginia 22301

703.838 4827 S

mww.radiodelrav com/artisans

Next General Member Meeting
Tuesday, January 9, 7rm
at DRA Gallery Space
Nicholas A. Colasanto Center
2704 Mount Vernon Avenue

DRA Meetings are held on the

¥ooun 'I'l.lt.‘h'dil}' of every month.

2001

January

February

March
April

May

June

July om...

Opening: Self-Portrait Show Reception, Friday, Jaonuary 12, 7-10m, DA Center,
eontact Deborah Tynan, 703 519.3682, or lofhcoyote@home.com

Self-Portrait Show, January 12-28, Curator Deborah Tynan, 703.519.3682,
or lafncoyote @ home,com

1000, Jamm.rf; #4, Sunday, OffBeat Avction planning meeting at the Colasanto Center,
will

food and drink be provided.

apm, January 19, Deadline for submission of February 2001 newsletter articles, please
submit all articles, formatted in Word or e-mail text, to Susan Slattery, Newsletter Editor,
al devisuterals.com

Springwater Fiber / DRA Wearable Art Collaboration, February 9-25, Springwater
Co-Curator Ann Liddle, 703.548.1962, liddle@dgs.dgsys.com . DRA Co-Curator Theresa
Esterlund, 703.379.2533, esterfund@nmah, si.edu

Water Show, March $-25, Curator Leo Pleiffer, 703,222 9124
Spring Member Show, April 6-22, Curator Paula Lantz 703.836 0866

5" Annual Student Show, May 11-27, Curator Linda Silk 703.531.7680,
LMSilk @aol.com

Dun-Lo Senior Show (55+), June 8-24, Curator Rhoda Seligmann 703.751.7924

The Offbeat Auction preparation

ACA Seeks Panel Members

The Alexandria Commission for the Arts seck interested
individuals to serve on resource panels for dance, literature,
music, theater, and visual arts. Panel members will review
grant applications made to the commission in FY 2001-
2002, and typically serve for three-year terms. An application
procedure and approval vote by the commission is required
tor appointments. Call the ACA office at 703.838.6348 for
application forms.

ginia Commission for the Arts, and the City of Alexandria
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Arts Resowrce Foundasionis a 501(c)(3)
public membershop organization formed
to create and suppen community-bised
arty organizaltons and promote the arts
as a community
development. Def Ruy Artisans is o
commumIty arts group featuring two- and
three-dimensional warks of decorative
and functiomal art and fine crafts through
exhibits, lectures, and instructional
classes 10 the community. Del Ray
Artisans 15 funded, managed, and
nperated by Arts Resouree Foundation

resource for



